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| bafore its debut, the new replica of
| the original Argonau,t Jr. was,

. the hay. The borough named the
cthe.bay, The orugh B

| celebration honoring Mr. Lake,
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WELCOMED
INTO
YACHT
HARBOR

ATL., HIGHLANDS — With a
final coat of paint applied .at
Hennessey's AutoBody days

irst, a highlight at the borough's
Memorial Day parade.

Then on Saturday, it was 0ifi-
cially welcomed into the Atlantic
Highlands Yacht Harbor, where it
will be on permanent exhibit.

The Lions Club couldn’t be
happier. Or prouder.

- ‘--..'!‘1 ; I:“p“_r—;f—.\
I EEllt

b il %] | ‘a-:%l_ Jf‘r Ii"c.i I 4 P\ Fegh.
R Laf | a v S et
= 3 AR ]
S
i rle L

Spearheaded by member Carl
Swanson, the Lions built a repiica
of the submarine designed by
Simon Lake, a Pleasantville, KJ
aative who moved to Atlantic
Highlands, and built the model for
the first succegsful submarins and
the model for what the United
States Navy would make the most
modern underwater fleet in the
world. ' :

Mir. Lake built his Argonaut, Jr.,
named for a sea creature, one
hundred years ago in 18594,
launching it in what is now
Atlantic Highlands Municipal
Yacht Harbor and testing it out in

“{ ake Drive in his honor.
In 1967, the Lions Club held a

on

= o 2EH

and the late Dominick Caruso, a
huilding contractor and a member
of the club, constructed a replica
of the ariginal sub, presenting it to
the borough on behalf of the Club.

LT 1T AL i DA M bedsd TV ae
papulzr reminder of the roie the
borough pizyed in marine navige
ton.

But weather had its disastrous
sf=cts on the sub, 2ad it was relo-
cated to the property &t the
Strauss Housz, home of the
Historical Society. Eventualiy, the
sturdy little vesseal had to be disas-
samblad, and now all that remains
is the plague which racognized it
2s 2 Lions Club and Caruso gift to
the borough.

Two years ago, the Club
raceived a letter from Jefirey Lake,
great-grandson of the sub
designar, thanking tha Lions for
the recognition they had given his
ancestor in the 1957 ceremonies.
Lions President Ray Young
referrad the latter to Mr. Swanson
3?1&1 a blanket, “Here, you handle
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Coniinued on Page 2
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‘The local Lions Club, and specit-
ically Lion Carl Swanson, have also
done more than their share in pre-
serving and promoting the hisloric
significance of the borough and
people who have lived here. Simon
Lake Day last Saturday was a won-
derful tribute to the man who
invented the first submarine, the
Argonaut, Jr., right here in the
borough. Mr. Lake's laler model,
the Argonaut, proved to be the first
submarine to operate successlully
in open water, and local Lions and
friends have put their own replica
of the original Lake model in a
place of honor at the Yacht Haibor.
You can't miss it. Carl also put
together a great book that makes'a
nice gift or keepsake. And the
Lions also distributed coloring
books to youngsters in the local
schools. It's been a labor of love for
Carl and many other Lions who
made it all possible. OQur town sure
is lucky to have such a great group
of dedicated guys.

Don't forget the fireworks this
year are July 3, not the usual July
4, They'll start right after dark but
get to the Yacht Harbor early
because the Happy Days String
Band will be in the gazebo at 7:30
for their concert. If you've heard

‘them before, you know how knce-
slapping happy their music will set
you. In case of rain, the fireworks
will be on July 10, and Wise
Guise...don't you just love the

: | name?...will put the concert on that

t | night, '
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SUBMARINE DEDICATION — Atlantlc nghlands dedicated a replica of the Argonaut .Jr ., one of the flrst
submarines, last weekend. From left are Melissa and Jeffrey Lake, descendents of Simon Lake, who built the

original craft, and Carl Swanson of the Lions Club, who spearheaded the effort to build the replica.

Courier photo/Joan M. Greenwald

Town celebrates Iegacy of Simon Lake

by Joan M. Greenwald
ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS — The

borough dedicated a replica of one

of the first submarines, the Argo-
nautJr., on Saturday. Theday was
proclaimed Simon Lake Day in
honor of the boat’s inventor.

In attendance at the ceremony
were]effrey Lake(great-great-great
grandson of Simon Lake), and two
Lakedescendants from Florida, Jef-
frey and Melissa Lake.

Steve C. Finnegan, curator of the
Submarine Force Museum, Naval
Submarine Base New London,
Groton, Connecticut, spoke about
Simon Lake’s contribution to the
evolution of the submarine as we
know it today. Commander John
Schick represented Earle Naval
Base.

Dignitaries included Assembly-
men Joseph Azzolina and Steve
Corodemus, Freeholders Ted
Narozanick and  Carmen

"r-;f @3%’2:‘51?_.

Stoppiello, and former Middletown
Mayor Olga Boeckel. '
Atlantic Highlands dignitaries at
theceremony were Helen Marchetti,
president of the Historical Society;
Police Chief Charles Mazzella;
Harbormaster William Bates; coun-

* cil members Judith Camlin, George

Whuesthoff, and William Gelhaus,
and Mayor Robert A. Schoeffling.

‘The Argonaut]r. replica wascon-
structed by members of the Atlantic
Highlands Lions Club under the
direction of Carl Swanson. Coun-
cilman Gehlhaus is president of the
club. '

Police crack down

on teen drinking

MIDDLETOWN - Chief of Police
William Fowlie has announced that
all police patrols will be conducting
vigorous enforcementactionagainst
underage drinkers.

“One of the biggest problems in
our society is substance abuse and
alcoholis themostcommonly abused
substance. Young people are se-
verely injured and killed as a result
of accidents in which alcohol is a
factor,” Chief Fowliesaid. Headded
thathe wanted to remind all parents

and teens that strict enforcement of
all statutes governing underage
drinking will be taken in an effort to
safeguard the young people of the
township.

All parents are requested to chap-
erone house parties very carefully
in an effort to reduce this problem.
Members of the police department
are available to answer any ques-
tions parents may haveand to assist
any group in establishing an anti-
alcohol program.
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a Entertainment

man is helping put a shiny

Sunny, breezy + ——
> i1 ¢d done us wrong: TV “goo n.
irl. ..zh women to face on New York's P
dur‘"\ one \\'t.,rS'\\ szzmon E r\'.l[l‘l(‘."h}' Bus Terminal. szcmicn

SporisWeekend ]
Saudi Arabia, Argentina, Belgium 2400 - 2

Impact

Cup games; US. plays
« H

.- 100— Yeélrs later,
copy of submarine

marks 1st success ..

By JAMES A. BRODERICK
PRESS CORRESPONDENT

- ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS — A
small slice of local history was pre-
served for the future with the dedica-
tion yesterday of the Argonaut Junior,
a full-scale replica of the first success-
ful submarine, which was launched
here and tested in local waters exactly
100 years ago.

The 14-foot wooden craft will stand
on a specially constructed concrete
pad just off Simon Lake Drive, the
local harbor complex access drive
named for the tiny submarine's de-
signer and builder.

Construction of the replica was
commissioned and funded by the local
Lions Club, which coordinated the cer-

- emony yesterday, chaired by Lions

President and Borough Councilman
William H. Gehlhaus.

Held in the municipal gazebo bands-
tand at the harbor near the replica’s
display area, the brief ceremony was
attended by Assemblymen Joseph Az-
zolina and Steve J. Corodemus, both
R-Monmouth, and county Freeholders
Carmen M. Stoppiello and Theodore ].
Narozanick, as well as local officials,
Lions Club members and residents.

Also participating was Jeffrey B.
Lake, Grant, Fla., the great-grandson
of the submarine builder, who pre-

* sented family certificates of apprecia-

tion to the club and the Borough Coun-
cil.

Simon Lake was a 27-year-old engl-

‘neer at the time he designed the sub

-~

and was staying with relatives here"

when he assembled the craft, built en-
tirely of yellow pine and mounted an
large wooden wheels.

After launching, the submarine was
paddled to the point of submergence.
Then it crawled about on the bottom

of Sandy Hook Bay and the Shrew-.

sbury River, powered by a hand crank.

The wooden craft was a successor
to an 80-foot metal version that had
been rejected by the Navy.

Lake conceived and built the Argo-
naut Junior after the Navy, which had
put the submarine project out to bid in
1892, selected a competitor’s design.
But Lake eventually sold submarines.
to the Navy, as well as to Russia and
other European powers, it

The present replica is a successor to
one that was built and placed on dis-*

play — also under Lions Club supervi- .

sion — in the harbor in 1967, about
100 feet from the current site.

The earlier model, built by local:
builder Dominick A. Caruso, a former .

borough councilman, began to deterio-
rate and was removed to the property
of the local Historical Society, where it
finally was disassembled.

The new model was built by a team
of Lions Club members under the
chairmanship of member Carl Swanson
with funds raised through a local cam-

paign.
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INTRODUCTION

The year 1994 will mark two very important events in our
Borough. We will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the invention of
a submarine by a renowned resident, Simon Lake, and the restoration
of our Yacht Harbor.

The Lake families were early settlers and developers of Atlantic
Highlands. In 1894, Simon Lake built his first working model here
and launched it in our Harbor. The thoroughfare through the Harbor
is named “Simon Lake Drive”.

In December of 1992 a severe “Nor’easter” struck our Borough
and Harbor leaving the piers and bulkhead in shambles. Through the
Herculean efforts of the Harbor Commission, the Mayor and Council,
and private citizens, the piers were restored in time for the boating
season. Plans ar¢ now underway to construct a new bulkhead, pave
the Promenade and improve the entire area.

The work should be completed by the Spring of 1995, making for

a more attractive and practical Harbor.
|
\ A |
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Simon Lake
Collectio

April 18, 1993
P.O. Box # 19
Grant, Florida 32949

Carl Swanson,

Thank you for the picture of the remains of the Argonaut Jr. replica. The
picture reminds me of the enclosed photocopy of the original Argonaut Jr. as it
lay at rest almost 100 years ago, in very similar shape; actually a very fitting

monument in itself.

Thank you also for your continued interest in your local history which has so
graciously included Simon Lake and his first submarine, the Argonaut Junior. All
your plans for a centennial celebration sound very exciting and I'm particularly
pleased to hear that the project has taken on such an educational route. During the
coming year, I hope to initiate a newsletter about the Simon Lake Project and
would like to feature an on-going story of the events surrounding your project and
celebration. Please keep me posted.

To assist, I would love to be able to pull from the files, the exact, original
drawings of the Argonaut Jr. Unfortunately, that is not possible. To my
knowledge, they simple do not exist. Simon built the vessel very crudely,and
solely for the purpose of demonstrating his principles and submersible design.
However, I have enclosed an original booklet , The Argonaut, which includes
some general measurements of the vessel. It would not be difficult to figure the
detail measurements by ratio and proportion, scaling, etc. and produce fairly
accurate drawings.

The booklet is rare and valuable. I would like to donate this copy to the Lions
Club for your use in the development of your project. It contains much useful

information and pictures.




Also, I included the letterhead of Caruso Construction Cc. Apparently they
were the past Lions Club members who had built the 1966 replica? Perhaps
these people have drawings and photographs on file that may help.

I included other photocopies from my files that may provide useful
information. You probably have all these and more. I came across the enclosed

poem, The Argonaut , which I thought was interesting. I don't know who the

author is.
I wish I had more specifics to offer. I'm afraid I'm not familiar with the

Baltimore display you inquired about. Also, I am not aware of any other
celebrations, so I believe you all have the spotlight. Its all your show ! Thank you
for allowing me to participate. Ilook forward to the unveiling .

If I come across any additional materials, I shall forward them to you.

Good luck!

Sincerely,

at-grandson of
Simon Lake




The Nautilus Memorial Museum
Ilustration of Argonaut Jr.

SIMON LAKE, INVENTOR

“Simon Lake, the inventor of submarine navigation, we claim as our
own, as he was with us in much of our pioneer work and built the Jirst
submarine at this place and kindly invited us all to go aboard to enjoy a
trip in the waters of the bay with bim. It was a beautiful sensation to
think we were in the depths of the sea where, perbaps, the “Half Moon”
sailed about 300 years ago. For this invitation and entertainment. we

thanked Mr: Lake - after we got out.”
Excerpt from From Indian Trails To Electric Rails by Thomas Henry Leonard, 1909.

imon Lake won world acclaim for his invention of a submarine and other marine
innovations. He was born and raised in Pleasantville, N.J. and moved to Atantic
Highlands as a young man.

As a schoolboy, he read 20,000 Leagues Under The Sea by Jules Verne. His imagina-
tion was so fired that he experimented with his own “submarine” in a nearby river. It
was a canvas covered canoe turned upside down for submersible floating.

In 1894 he was living in Atlantic Highlands and he decided to build a small inexpen-
sive submarine. It was to be one that he could build himself. Unable to secure outside
funds, his Aunt advanced money for the materials and his cousin assisted in the con-
struction.

[t was built of double thick yellow pine. It was 14 feet long, 4.5 feet wide and about
5 feet high. It as fitted with wooden wheels and hand cranked from inside. to afford
propulsion on the bottom of Sandy Hook Bay. A soda fountain tank furnished the com-
pressed air, and a plumber’s hand pump was used to empty the water ballast tank.



Credit Photography Unlimited

The original Argonaut, Jr. lived out its days on a deserted beach in Virginia,

The submarine was designed to be able to descend to a depth of 20 feet. It had a
trap door to enable bottom exploration or the recovery of lost articles.

Simon Lake named his first two vessels
“Argonaut” for an animal that lives in the 1894 ;'_'-
sea. It either creeps along the bottom, ey -”J M
swims between the surface and the bottom, Fmﬁ%ﬁ—*
or comes to the surface, sets a tiny sail and - R e
skims over the sea. This animal is more e e
commonly known as a “Portuguese man of
war”,

The first model was called the “Argonaut
Jr” and was launched in our Harbor the fol-
lowing summer. After several successful
trips, he invited local dignitaries to join him. On one occasion, accompanied by S.T,
Champion and B.E Champion, he sailed the submerged vessel for 1 hour and 15 min-

utes.
On the strength of these experiments, viewed by many people, capital was sub-
scribed and the Lake Submarine Company was formed.



THE LIONS SALUTE TO SIMON LAKE

To commemorate Simon Lake’s invention of the submarine, “Argonaut Jr”, the
Atlantic Highlands Lions Club held a celebration in 1967. A member of the club,
Dominick Caruso, a building contractor, constructed a replica of the “sub” and present-
ed it to the borough on behalf of the Lions Club.

It was a gala event, attended by local dignitaries, residents and representatives of the
U.S. Navy. The actual presentation was made to Mayor Jay Kellers by the club
President, Joseph P. Julian. Formal dedication was made by Lt. Commander R.W,
Ullman, Engineer and Repair Officer of the Naval Submarine Base in New London,
Conn. A salute to the accomplishments of Mr. Lake was made by Capt. A.G. Hamilton,
Commanding Officer at the Earle Naval Ammunition Depot.

An honored guest was 75 year old Thomas A. Edison Lake, son of the inventor. Like
his father, Mr. Lake was a designer and inventor, and a retired Marine Engineer. He
designed racing boats in his spare time. It is hoped that Simon Lake’s great grandson,

Jeffrey B. Lake, will attend the 1994 celebration.

G.C. Gunderson, Historian for the Lions Club, reviewed the details of the launching.
He said “It was 73 years ago, at nearly this same location” that Mr. Lake launched a
new era of progress and transportation.

Monday, October 23, 1947

2_Lons broncn DAILY RECORD FiMhed,ful sanie Bunssy 1007, S[snimghi i ,B3* %3 LONG BRANCH, NEW JERSEY

ARGONAUT - Full scale replica of first successfull submarine was dedicated as members of Atlantic Highlands
Lions Club honored its inventor at Simon Lake Day yesterday. Thomas Fdison Lake, ( left) son of inventor, is
congratulated by Mayor Jay M. Kellers ebile Joseph P. Julian, president of club, is at right. The Arganaut Junior,
which was built in Atlantic Highlands in 1894, was reproduced for the occasion. (Long Branch Daily Record)
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Replica of First Submarine
To Be Dedicated On Qct, 22

ATLANTIC HIGHL ANDS -
Mlans for the dedication of
tes full scale replica of Si-
mon  Lake's first sub-
mariae are rapldly taking
shape for the Atlantic Highe
lands Lions Club,

From tte sppearance of
the craft one would hardly
consider It a submarine,
In fact, those who have
seen It have declared it
would take alotof real cou-
rage to gounder water in ft,
Nevertheless, {t servedthe
purpose for which it was

designed and proved Mr,
Lake’s theory that it was
poessible to travel under
water 38 well 33 on top
of i,

Evidence that the sube
marine did 2actually work
a6 planned, s found In
Thomas H, Leonards* book
““From [ndian Trall to
Electric Rail' in which
it was reportedthat several
Atlantic Highlands people
who took a trip in it are
reported as saying, ‘“fr was
a  beautlful sensation (o

think we were in the depths
of the sea, where perhaps
the ""Half Moon® {Henry
Hudson's ship) salled about
300 hundred years ago, For
this fnvitation and enter-
tainment,; we thanked Mr,
Lake -- after we got our,””

Permission has beenre-
ceived from the Mayor and
Council and the Harbor
Commigslon allowing the
Lions Club to permanently
locate the replica on the
area In front of the ad-
ministration binlding ac the
marina,




\vice and ordering several for

T -

r RED BANK, N. J., MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1967

Replica

Given to Atlantic H;

ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS
The creation of the first success-
ful submarine was commemorat-
ed here yesterday with the pres-
entation of a replica of the Si-
mon Lake underwater craft,

The presentation to the bor-
ough was made by Joseph P. Ju.
lian, president of the Lions Club,

Built in 1897, Mr. Lake's crude
but successful underwater craft
became the forerunner of the es-
tablishment of the Lake Subma-
rine Co.

The work Mr, Lake performed,
and subsequent improvements,
provided the United States with

thagggMigpst modern under-

water fleet in the world.
“Argonaut Junior” was con-
ceived and assembled in Atlantic
Highlands. Fourteen years later
the Navy adopted the Lake boat
by putting three into active ser-

immediate construction,

public dedication was Mr, Lake's
son, 75-year-old Thomas A. Edi-
son Lake,
Inventor-Designer
Like his father, the younger

[

|explained why the craft was suc-

Mr. Lake is an inventor and now
a retired marine engineer who de-
signs racing boats in his spare
time.

From the appearance of the
craft, one would hardly consider
it a submarine, by today's stan.
dards.

In fact, those who have seen it
have declared it would take a
lot of real courage to go beneath
the surface in it

G. C. Gunderson, historian for
the Atlantic Highlands Lions Club,

ed on this location for his ex-
periments,

“Mr. Lake studied many areas
but returned to his native Atlan-
tic Highlands to make his maiden

of First Submarine

chlands

the administration building at the
marina.
Mayor Jay M. Kellers accepted
the replica,
Mr. Lake was a descendant of

"
[ T [

e e e

the contour of the bay floor.

surface.”

voyage underwater because of

“Since this first model had to
travel on wheels it was necessary
to have the smoothest possible

the founders of Atlantic High-
lands, His great-grandfather was
a Methadist Evangelica] minister
who helped settle what was orig-
inally a camp meeting town
similar to Ocean Grove.

- - s = by

years ago "at nearly this same

Commission allowing the Lions

Among those who attended the|

cessful and why Mr, Lake decid-

Mr. Gunderson said it was 73

location,” Mr, Lake “launched a
new era of progress and trans-
portation,”

Permission was granted by the
Borough Counci] and Harbour

Club to permanently locate the
replica on the area in front of

The formal
made by Lt. Commander R, W.
Ullman, engineer and repair of-
ficer of Naval Submarine Base,
New London, Connecticut,

A

dedication

salute to the

plishments of Mr, Lake was made
by Captain A, G, Hamilton, com-
manding officer of the Earle Na-
val Ammunition Depot,

THE ORIGINAL SUB DAY — Lions Club yesterday

dedicated this full-scale replica of Lake's first success-

ful submarine built in 1897.

10

(Register Staff Photo)

was

accom-
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Ibe final :fa_rs of the replica of the “Agr mmm,}:
were spent bebind the lovely Strauss Mansion,
bome of the bistorical society.

THE REPLICA AT REST

The replica has been disassembled, but the plaque was saved. It reads, “Full scale
replica of the Argonaut Junior-Built by Simon Lake in Atlantic Highlands in 1894-
Presented to the Borough of Atlantic Highlands by the Atlantic Highlands Lions Club
on October 22nd. 1967-Built and contributed by D.A. Caruso”.

For years after the Atlantic Highlands Lions Club presented a replica of Simon Lake’s
submarine to the Borough, it was berthed in our Yacht Harbor. It was a very popular
reminder of our history and the carly days of Marine Navigation.

Due to the fact that the model was not protected from the elements, it lost some of
its luster. It was decided therefore to relocate it to the yard of the “Strauss Mansion”,
home of our Historical Society.

Time took its toll, however, and it became necessary to disassemble it recently in
order to beautify the grounds.

This year, our club has again undertaken to construct a new replica to commem-
orate the 100th Anniversary of the launching of the vessel in our Harbor. We are asking
residents to donate funds to purchase the material. Club members have drawn the
plans and provided space for building. They will also furnish the labor.

11
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